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here care and
responsibility meet,
every sincere effort we make,
blessed by God,

creates a healthy tomorrow
in our workplace

and mission.
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- A Journey of Healing ar
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LRRC

- First reconstructive

. surgery (drop foot)
- Arrival of performed by
., o Dr. Elisabeth Vomstein Dr. Ernest P. Fritschi.
Born of Compassion (Germany), Foundation stone laid

In Early 1950s

Most Rev. V.S. Selvanather,
Bishop of Salem, encounters
leprosy patients during
pastoral visits; deeply moved
to respond. He founded
LRRC in 1956.

a turning point
for LRRC's medical
development.

by Rev. J.R. Knox
for 60-bed hospital.

1980s-2000s

“Healing through - Expansion of surgical

Science” - sessions, rehabilitation,
footwear, weaving,
poultry, and agricultural
support.

First reconstructive

surgery in 1967.

“Strengthened by

Service”

Bishop Selvanathar,
Chaiman of Salem
Diocese Society invited
Ms. Marie Denis, a French
Nurse who started a clinic
at R.C.Chettipatty under a
thatched shed in 1956.

- Orthopedic Splint
Workshop inaugurated;
serves leprosy and
polio-affected patients.

A small dispensary was
built and inaugurated
by Mr. Manickavelu,
Health Minister of TN;
blessed by

Bishop Selvanather

in 1958.
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- New hospital
inaugurated with German
support (Misereor, GLRA,

Sternsinger).

Facilities expanded

for surgery, physiotherapy,
rehabilitation.



d Hope
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1999-2000 -
St. Joseph General
Hospital started with

Pf;:tt):‘v:rlsghlif:)" _ Maternity, Award Rfeceivgld frgm
German agencies Orthopaedics and GO}/t. (_)I_BT;mI. N: v
supported hospital Ophthalmalagy i o

for Lepsory Relief il

Service. ‘

Partnership with

GLRA-Germany

since.....

- Community
Hall constructed

Operation Theatre

Renovated
“Restoring Dignity” -
Over 22,000 patients
cured; leprosy
incidence nearly Dr. Elisabeth Vomstein - A Torchbearer of Healing
A The real growth of LRRC began with Dr. Elisabeth Vomstein, a
« Till date - Over German national who arrived at R.C. Chettipatty in January
22,000 leprosy patients 1961. She dedicated her life to the care of the leprosy-affected,
cured; incidence expanding the hospital with the support of the Bishops of Salem, donors,
reduced from and the GLRA, Germany. For 40 years, she served as Secretary and
40/1000 to <1/10,000. Superintendent, shaping LRRC’s mission with vision and compassion.

Patients lovingly called her “Amma”, remembering her tender touch and
motherly care. She dressed their wounds, restored their dignity, and
became to them the face of Christ’s mercy. After returning to Germany, she
spent her last years in an orphanage and passed away in 2017, blessed
with 100 years of life.

* Recognition - LRRC
is a DPMR institution
for reconstructive
surgery in 6 districts
(Salem, Namakkal,

Erode Coimbatore Those who live for others never die — and she remains a shining example
Dharrr'1apuri ' of that truth.
Krishnagiri).



LRRG REGULAR ACTIVITIES
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1. Early Detection:

Conducting skin camps to identify
new leprosy cases.

2. Medical Care:

Providing free treatment
to leprosy-affected individuals.

3. Surgical Support:
Offering free reconstructive surgeries.
4. Welfare Activities:

Organizing various programs for the
well-being of leprosy patients.

5. Rehabilitation:

Running a rehabilitation home for affected
persons.

6. TB Treatment:

Managing tuberculosis patients in
association with the Government of Tamil
Nadu.

7. Education & Training:

KEY SERVICES OF LRRC

Offering internships and orientation
programs to paramedical students.
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SKIN GAMPS GCONDUCTED BY LRRC
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For the early detection of leprosy, measures were undertaken across

Salem district, particularly in Omalur, Kadayampatti, and Mettur taluks.

Awareness programs were organized for the general public, especially poor people
and farmers, who often lacked knowledge or awareness ahout the disease and acted

carelessly.

These initiatives were carried out with the support of local panchayat leaders, in
collaboration with the Deputy Director (Leprosy Services), Salem District through

skin medical camps.
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Total No. of Suspects
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Total No. of Camps Conducted
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Total No. of Participants
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SKIN GAMPS GONDUGTED BY LRRG
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13. []9 2024 - Vellar 19.10. 2[]2& Kamalapuram 23.10.2024 - Konur, Mettur
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Minister for Tourism in Govt. of Tamil Nadu
Mr. R. Rajendiran inaugurated the camp

; 1'71 ersons

13.03.2024 - Kannakurichi BESTEOTIR G158
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LEPROSY NEW CASE DETECTION
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—C Case detection through OPD Consultations & Voluntary Reporting at Hospital.

Qeusfl@Gmmwimsmy Nifley sulfl Crmils &evorLnflsev /

New cases of leprosy were detected
through OPD consultations and
voluntary reporting at the hospital.
These efforts highlight the continued
importance of hospital-based
services in identifying cases early
and providing timely treatment.

—G Nerve Function Assessment
L QFwesvdmett LIfIGFnHement auflwns CQsmCHMLS &evoTL g 60 /

Regular Nerve Function Assessments (NFA) were carried out for leprosy patients to monitor disability
status, prevent further complications, and ensure timely medical intervention. This systematic evaluation
helps in preserving mobility and improving the quality of life of the patients.

—G? Skin Disease and Leprosy Diagnosis
Gamev Crmil aublwing Q5mLCrmilg: Sevorflsev /

All types of skin disease cases are routinely
attended to at our OPD. Suspected or new
cases showing cardinal signs of leprosy are
carefully diagnosed through a systematic
assessment, including skin examination,
nerve examination, and bacteriological tests.
This ensures accurate diagnosis and

timely initiation of treatment.

Total No. of New Case detected @

From Salem district




LEPROSY NEW CASE DETECTION
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FAMILY CONTACT SURVEY CARRIED OUT WITH GOVT. NMS
QamCrmil undlesliul Leuifler &HwU 2 milifleTisenern
plile] &S| Crmils sevorL_nflgHev

——< Family Contact Survey

wu 2muiflesty Q&MLjL sevsflens /
GI0) )l U BT A Family Contact Survey was carried out in

collaboration with the Government NMS for
the families of newly detected cases.

This initiative aimed at ensuring early
detection, timely treatment, and awareness
among close contacts to prevent further
spread of the disease.

Total No. of Families

!

No. of Persons Examined

No. of Suspect

! o

New Cases Detected

N

4(> Neighbourhood Survey

&6 6] - UTHSSHLLLLaUTSHET euFl &G QLSS DS ([HEev
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As part of the early detection and prevention
efforts, the LRRC team, together with
Government NMS, Health Inspectors (HI), and
Village Health Nurses (VHN), visited the nearby
houses of detected cases. At least 30 to 50
households were covered during this
follow-up activity to ensure timely awareness,
monitoring, and preventive care.

New Cases Detected

ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT SESSION 2024-25 m




TREATMENT AND FOLLOW-UP CARE
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MDT TREATMENT FOR THE DETECTED CASES
MONITORING AND FOLLOW UP

QgmCrmumsh LINSGSLILILLaUTEHEHEHE alpRsILED HHlFmessT wHmib QHTLis sesmstesmiLi

Treatment and Follow-Up )7

\ Hlsene wHMID QHMLIUS SevoramesoiliiLy

Once a new leprosy case is detected, the first dose of MDT
is usually administered by LRRC, while consecutive doses
are provided by the Government NMS. All UT cases are
regularly followed up, re-assessed, and subjected to nerve
function assessment during every visit.

After completing the prescribed course of treatment,
patients are formally declared Released from
Treatment (RFT), ensuring proper closure and
documentation of their treatment journey.

No. of Cases under treatment @

RFT Cases - Follow-Up & Counselling )7

\ fflseneseiledl(mHg aflGallasiulL Crmumetss - Heuranesfliy + 2 snaflwey oyGsunsenssr

Patients who have been declared Released from
Treatment (RFT) are not left unattended. Regular
follow-up and counselling sessions are conducted
to monitor their health status, address residual
complications, and provide psychological support.
This continued care helps patients regain
confidence, reintegrate into society, and maintain
their quality of life.

Skin Smear Examination )*

Skin smear examinations are routinely \ Gamev HlyeuliLflGang enest
carried out for suspected leprosy cases to

confirm diagnosis and classify the type of disease. Total No. of Skin Smear Examinations done @
This laboratory procedure provides reliable evidence

for initiating the correct treatment regimen and monitoring the

progress of patients under therapy. No. of Positive cases

ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT SESSION 2024-25 m




Treatment antl Follow-up Care
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4( Reaction & Neuritis Management
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Some leprosy patients experience reactions
and neuritis before, during, or even after
treatment. These conditions are managed with
steroid therapy, anti-inflammatory, and
analgesic medicines.

In cases where patients develop disabilities
such as claw hand or foot drop, they are
admitted as inpatients and provided with

specialized physiotherapy to restore function
and prevent further complications.

Patients with anaesthetic limbs often present
with chronic ulcers in their feet and hands.
They regularly attend our Ulcer OP for
dressing and specialized ulcer care.

In complicated cases, procedures such as
bone debridement and exarticulation are
carried out to control infection, promote
healing, and preserve mobility.

- - B -
No. of ulcer No. of ulcer No. of ulcer No. of
patients Cases treated related drerssings
admitted and As out suaiiges done
treated Patients Bone Debridement

& Minor Amputations etc.)
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Overall Statistics of Case Detection and
Treatment Activities 2024-25
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Skin Camps
Conducted

Family
Contact Survey

Neighbour
-hood Survey

OPD Consultation
at LRRC
by Skin Clinic

| SALEM - 63645
—

1 1018 17

(Villages) (People Examined) (Suspects)

25 13 &

(Families) (People Examined) (Suspects)

494 1048 13

(Houses Visited)  (Members Examined) (Suspects)

31 from Salem District and
04 from other Districts
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1

(New Case)

2

(New Case)

0

(News Cases)

35

(News Cases)




PREVENTION OF DISABILITY CAMP
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A Prevention of Disability Camp was organized / (‘sétins 00, 208 e + LRRG a1, secuis ) \
on 2nd October 2024 at the LRRC ; P g
Rehabilitation Centre in association with the ; =
Vincent de Paul Society of Infant Jesus :
Cathedral Parish, Arisipalayam. The camp was ./ < w1 s Gy
attended by 100 patients (both old and new) =
with various deformities.

During the camp, participants were guided on
self-care practices, and groceries and welfare ﬂ? v

Saan 5 HLUL « BRGHSLL
2.56fll 6l 611D IIE 56D

V=)

!

o

assistance were provided to support their
well-being. The Spiritual Director of the Vincent
de Paul Societies of Salem Diocese,
Rev. Fr. M. Christuraj graced the occasion as '
the Chief Guest and Fr. Sathyaseelan, Asst. . 8
Parish Priest of Infant Jesus Cathedral as
Guest of Honour.

Fr. Vimal, Director of LRRC, felicitated and expressed
his heartfelt gratitude to the Office Bearers of the Vincent de Paul Society,
Infant Jesus Cathedral, Arisipalayam, Salem, for their generous
support in sponsoring the camp.

o



REGONSTRUGTIVE SURGERIES
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4 Free Reconstructive Surgeries (RCS)

4+ The LRRC Rehabhilitation Centre is an authorized centre to conduct Reconstructive Surgeries
(RCS) for patients referred from seven districts (five DDLs). Patients with correctable
deformities such as claw hand, foot drop, and lagophthalmos are surgically corrected at our
centre four to five times a year.

4+ LRRC has signed an MoU with Karigiri Hospital, Vellore, through which Dr. Jerry Joshua and
other surgeons from GLRA visit regularly to perform these surgeries.
The centre also takes complete care of patients by providing boarding
and lodging facilities before and after surgery.

Total no.of
surgeries done

flrgs Lwermeflssr
6T6uT 60011 561 &




REGONSTRUGTIVE SURGERIES

mIFTenioLiL Simieneu HHFenas s

-

SURGERY IN
PROGRESS
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WELFARE ASSISTANGE
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< Visit by St. Joseph Matric. Hr. Sec. School

On 30" November 2024, the staff and students of

St. Joseph Matric. Hr. Sec. School, Gugai, run by
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny, visited the
inmates of the LRRC Rehabilitation Centre. They
generously distributed groceries, blankets, and daily
essentials to 20 beneficiaries.

Special thanks to Sr. Jancy, Principal of St. Joseph
Matric. Hr. Sec. School, for continuing this annual
contribution to support the poor patients.

(® Welfare by LRRC

ol
AT LRRC \

On 26th December 2024, the Leprosy Relief Rural
Centre (LRRC) organized a welfare distribution
programme for the inmates.

A total of 50 beneficiaries received dhotis

and sarees as part of this initiative.

The contribution of LRRC continues to bring relief and
dignity to the lives of poor patients through such
compassionate outreach.

( Visit by Holy Cross Hr. Sec. School

On 30th December 2024, the staff and students of
Holy Cross Hr. Sec. School, Salem, sponsored a
distribution programme at the LRRC Rehabilitation
Centre. A total of 40 beneficiaries received groceries,
blankets, and daily essentials.

Every Christmas,

Bro. Sesuraj CSC, Principal of Holy Cross Matric.
Hr. Sec. School, Ammapet, Salem,

generously remembers the poor and

leprosy-affected by offering dresses, toiletries, snacks,
rice bags, and other necessities.

His continued support and personal

visits bring joy and dignity to our inmates.

ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT SESSION 2024-25




WELFARE ASSISTANGCE
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4( Socio-Economic Assistance - Skill Development Training

Feys ur@ermany Gunur @ 2569 — Hmeir sustiriyl Luin& /

With the generous support of GLRA, the LRRC Rehabilitation Centre extended socio-economic
assistance to promote self-reliance and dignity among its beneficiaries. Under this initiative, skill
development support was provided through the distribution of:

Sewing Electrical Mechanical
Machines Tools Tools

IF ®pE W)

This assistance will enable beneficiaries to engage in income-generating activities
and improve their quality of life. A heartfelt thanks to GLRA for its constant

support in promoting the welfare of our suffering brethren. o~
\ QI

LT

by
“RA PROJECT NIRAMAYA I F

o NGIASSISTIVERIDSTORUGDEEORMITY{PATIENTSIAND:
EINANCIALTASS)STANGENTOIDEVEVOBISKILREINICROJBUSINESS} |

Total beneficiaries
5 (Cured patients)

Total Amount Spent for Leprosy Relief Activities 2024-25
BlgmpGEmil fleuryer fleweoLm (he@EpHeSTs blasey flFiu’L Ogmens afluyin 2024—25

i from the income of
th the help of
W(;LRATDI"(;epC:) St'dc?:;ﬁgls(ﬁ;ggl)"y Total Amount
< 28,73,250
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IEG AGTIVITIES

(Information | Education | Communication)
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Attendees 60 Attendees 180
Group MGNREGA Workers Group Arts & Science Students
Place Kottamettupatty Place AVS College, Sikkanampatty

=

= -8 Attendees 250 Attendees 14
0 Group School Students Group Health care providers
pXopY Place Chinthamaniur Place Anugraha hospital, Kamalapuram

Attendees 35
Group MGNREGA workers
Place Pannapatty

Attendees 60

Group B.Ed Students
Place Saradha college, Salem
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MCR FOOTWEAR MAKING & PROVIDING
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All models of MCR (Microcellular Rubber) footwear are routinely
prepared and provided to patients from Salem and neighbouring
districts. This specialized footwear helps prevent ulcer formation,
protects anaesthetic feet, and improves mobility, thereby enhancing the
quality of life of leprosy-affected patients.

Total No. of MCR foot wears made and provided m
No. of special foot wear & DFC spring shoes m>
No. of Repairs done m

ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT SESSION 2024-25 m




INCLUSIVE HEALTHGARE INITIATIVE
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On 26.10.2024, St. Joseph Speciality Hospital,
Omalur, in association with the Salem District
Association of the Differently Abled, organized a
Medical Camp for the Differently Abled across Salem
District.

His Excellency Most Rev. Dr. A. Rayappan, Bishop of
Salem, was the Chief Guest, and Dr. R. Brindha
Devi, District Collector of Salem, was the Special
Guest for the occasion.

Around 200 differently abled persons with various ailments
attended the camp. A team of specialists—including a
General Physician, Orthopedician, Ophthalmologist,
Gynecologist, Dermatologist, and Dentist—offered
consultations. Free lunch was served to all participants.

The camp was organized in response to the request made
by Dr. Athianna, President of the Salem District Association
for the Differently Abled, during the AGM of LRRC, to
conduct an exclusive health camp for this community.

The gracious presence of the District Collector was truly
encouraging and enriched the program.

Special Thanks to Frs. Lucas Thumma, Solomon Raj,
Joseph Paul Raj, Arul Sundar for the encouraging presence
and support.



OBSERVATION OF ANTI-LEPROSY DAY
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HOLY INNOCENTS' DAY GELEBRATION

Anti-Leprosy Day was observed on 30th January 2025 at
LRRC. Mr. Dhandapani, Administrative Officer of LRRC,
was the Chief Guest for the program.

Students from SKS Nursing College actively participated
in the event. Mr. Arockiasamy, Mr. Andrews, and
Mrs. Stella—our project staff—created awareness
among the students about leprosy and the ongoing
activities of LRRC towards its elimination.

The program concluded with the participants taking a
pledge to support the fight against leprosy.
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On 30" December 2024, Holy Innocents’ Day was
observed at the premises of St. Joseph Hospital.

As a tradition, children affected by cerebral palsy are
provided subsidized treatment and physiotherapy. Every
year, during the Christmas Octave, these children are
invited along with their parents to celebrate Christmas
in @ meaningful and joyful way.

This year, 45 differently abled children and youth
participated in the celebration. Various games and
competitions were organized, and prizes were
distributed. Each child received Christmas gifts and
enjoyed a delicious festive lunch, creating an
atmosphere of family unity and joy.

Parents expressed their gratitude to LRRC for
organizing a program exclusively for their children. They
shared that such celebrations motivate them to accept
the challenges of caring for their children—whom they
cherish as God’s special gifts.

ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT SESSION 2024-25



ACTIVITIES OF THE
PHYSIOTHERAPY DEPARTMENT
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The Physiotherapy Department at LRRC provides a wide range of services for patients of all ages,

including exercise therapy, neurodevelopmental therapy, electrotherapy, POP, and splint application
for various disabilities.

All congenital, orthopedic, and neurological impairments are regularly treated, with individualized
care plans for each patient. The department is well-equipped with modern instruments and
apparatuses, and features a spacious area for walking and mobility training, ensuring
comprehensive rehabilitation for children, adults, and elderly patients alike.

b SR

WiSicammids

Cerebral Palsy &
Disabled Children Attended Ortho Cases Neuro Cases General & Gynac

O © © 0
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Physiotherapy - Success Story : Mr. Selvaraj

Mr. Selvaraj, who has served the Diocese for over three decades
in the Pastoral Centre and Bishop's House, suffered a severe fall
resulting in multiple injuries, including head and hand trauma.

After undergoing surgery, he received physiotherapy treatment
at LRRC.

When he first arrived at St. Joseph Hospital, he was bedridden,
but through regular physiotherapy sessions, he made a
remarkable recovery. Today, he can walk independently and
drive a vehicle, demonstrating the effectiveness of the hospital’s
rehabilitative care.
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CELEBRATIONS 2024-2025
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| Blessing b
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St Joseph Feast Ponga apuri)
(Preacher : Fr. Arockisasamy) QV Fr. Michael, Dharmap
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FUTURE PLANS FOR OUR HOSPITAL

adljsneus S Lmser *

Renovation of

Maternity Ward

The demand for maternity care is steadily
increasing. Our present maternity  ward,
constructed decades ago, is inadequate for
present-day needs. The rooms are obsolete and
lack modern facilities. Our gynaecologist has been
persistently requesting renovation so that safe,
dignified, and modern care can be provided to
mothers and newborns. Renovating this ward with
updated infrastructure, better hygiene, and
patient-friendly design is an urgent priority.

Renovation of

LRRC Rehabilitation Home

The LRRC rehabilitation home, built long ago, is in
dire need of repair. The inmates’ rooms are small
and congested, with water seepage, peeling plaster,
and worn-out concrete flooring. The building is no
longer suitable for decent habitation. Renovation
will not only restore dignity to our long-term
inmates but also enhance the healing environment
that is central to rehabilitation and care.

ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT SESSION 2024-25 E



Rev. Dr. J. VIMAL
SECRETARY & DIRECTOR

Dr. P. ATHTHIANNA
Member

Rev. Dr. A. JACOB
Member

Governing Body Members
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Most Rev. Dr. ARULSELVAM RAYAPPAN, D.D, DCL,
CHAIRMAN, LRRC

Mr. D. DHANDAPANI
TREASURER & ADMIN. OFFICER

Mr. A.S. RAMESH
Member

Mr. M. AMBROSE
Member

Rev. Dr. A. ALAGU SELVAN
Member

Msgr. Fr. D. MICHAELRAJ SELVAM
Member

Msgr. Fr. A. SINGARAYAN
Member

Rev.Dr.J. VIMAL
SECRETARY & DIRECTOR

Mr. N. JAGADEESAN
Accountant

ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT SESSION 2024-25

We warmfy welcome our
New Supervisor,

\ Mr. Nirmal Silvera

(MetturDam Parish)

B,

Mr.J. AROCKIASAMY
CO-ORDINATOR

Mr. D. DHANDAPANI
TREASURER & ADMIN. OFFICER

v

Mr. H. ANDREWS
Community Health Worker

Mrs. G. KRISHNAVENI
Community Health Worker



LRRC
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“He commissioned them

to preach the news of

God’s kingdom and heal the sick” w92

LEPROSY RELIEF RURAL CENTRE (LRRC)

@ Salem-Bengaluru Highway, Omalur-636 455, Salem Dt €0 +91 9791911313 5= Irrcomalur@gmail.com £ www.Irrcomalur.com
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